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Office Action Summiary 



Applic£ition No. 



Applicant(s) 



Examiner 

6 r^€^«. 



Group Art Unit 



— 77ie MAIUNG DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet t)eneath the conespond&ice address-- 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE ^ MONTH(S) FROM THE MAIUNG DATE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Exleristons of tin^nriay be available under the In rw however, n^ a iBply be tin^ 
from the maHing date of ttits communtcation. 

- If the period for reply spectfied above is less than thirty (3^^ 

- If NO period for reply speeded above, su:h period shall, ^ 

- Failure to reply within the set or «ctended period for reply ^^^^^ 

- Any reply necewed by the Office later than three riKXiths 
term adjustynent See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 



1^ Responsive to conimunication(s) filed on 
"^TTiis action is iFINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonrnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is ciosed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD, 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 



Disposltian of Claims 

fi: Claim(s) 



Of the above clatm(s)- 

□ Claim(s)- 

S Claim(s) — 

S-ClaimCs)— 

□ Claim(s)__ 



is/are pending in the application. 
. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



Application Papers 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on . 

□ The drawing(s) filed on 



is/ara allowed, 
is/are rejected, 
is/are objected to. 

. are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a clairn for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aHd). 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
^Certified copies not received: • 



Attachment(s) 

□ Infomnation Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-^92 

Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other ■ 



Office Action Summary 



U^. Patent and Trademailc Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 11/DO) 



Part of Paper No. 

*U.S. GPO: 200CM72-999/43204 



Application/Control Number: 09/541 ,845 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1774 

1 . Claim 4 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

2. Claims 7-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter, 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. The recitation "fibrous substrate" in claim 7 
constitutes new matter. 

3. Claims 1 , 2, 5, 7 and 9-1 6 are again rejected 35 USC 1 02 (b) as being 
anticipated by either of the Sato et al. patents for the reasons of record. 

Claims 1-3, 5-7 and 9-16 are again rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over either of the Sato et al. patents for the reasons of record. 

The fact that the Sato et al. patents do not teach titanium oxide in their release 
layer is not dispositive of the issue of patentability since the claims read on titanium 
oxide present only in the image-imparting layer. Applicant's assertion to the contrary, all 
of their claimed polymers are taught by the Sato et al. patents (i.e., polypropylene in 
'092 at page 4, line 58 and in '225 at page 5, line 34; polyester in '092 at page 5, line 1 
and in '225 at page 5, line 35; polyamide in '092 at page 5, line 2 and in '225 at page 5, 
line 36; and various copolymers in '092 at page 5, lines 3 and 4 and in '225 at page 5, 
lines 37 and 38). 
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4. Applicant's annendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Bruce Hess at 
telephone number (703) 308-2402. 



B. Hess/lap 




November 14, 2003 



BRUCE H. HESS 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



